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That is, Hellenism is not a concept, nor is it a 
substantive thing. It is a relation between a 
particular past, itself differentially imagined 
over time and therefore not very particular at 
all, and an ever-changing present, which is to 
say, the succession of modernities that 
emerge and then retreat from one historical 
conjuncture to the next.
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What is more, the mere succession of 
moments along the chain is sufficient in 
itself either to subvert each new to claim 
to a definitive hold on the past, or else 
to require suppression and forgetting for 
any given present to deal coherently 
with its relation to Greece. 
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In effect, Hellenism names the ethnic 
and cultural identity of Greekness, an 
identity that can be expressed in 
‘common bloodlines, common 
language, altars to the gods and 
sacrifices shared in common and 
common mores and habits…
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Plainly, the idea of Greece as a 
symptom of Hellenism and classicism 
is not your garden-variety fantasy, but 
one that has been multiplied and 
compounded by centuries and even 
millennia of overlaid reception.
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F. A. Wolf, for example, recognized in 
the Hellenistic scholars the modern 
philologist's, and his own, kith and kin. 
And the same analogy is already found 
in Wolf's teacher, C. G. Heyne, in his 
own study of the age of the Ptolemies.
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No less significantly, Droysen's vision of 
Hellenism as 'a mirror of the present,' 
his projection of the (Prussian) present 
onto the antique past, helped to codify 
and legitimize a tendency that was in 
evidence before him but which now 
became more or less explicit
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It may be that the past can be 
understood in no other way. The 
extent of this identification can, 
however, be unconscious, or 
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of Baudelaire's figures of 
hypermodernity, turns out to be 
'of great antiquity, Caesar, Catiline 
and Alcibiades providing us with 
dazzling examples’
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Whether turning away from 
antiquity or hearkening back to it, 
exponents of modernity took 
ancient Greece as a benchmark 
by which to measure their age
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The desire to possess the ancient 
past, or rather parts of it ennobled as 
a kind of fetish, took any number of 
forms, from imaginary identification 
to the rise of the museum, organized 
around an Athenocentric ideal
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Even so, the attractions of Hellenism 
continued to haunt modernity, 
almost like a compulsion, its vast 
otherness serving as a promised 
land of untapped possibilities.



Even so, the attractions of Hellenism 
continued to haunt modernity, 
almost like a compulsion, its vast 
otherness serving as a promised 
land of untapped possibilities.

Even so,



Even so, the attractions of Hellenism 
continued to haunt modernity, 
almost like a compulsion, its vast 
otherness serving as a promised 
land of untapped possibilities.

Guiding reader to general point
Even so,



BONUS ROUND



BONUS ROUND
There is one category from They Say, I Say 
that Porter doesn’t use at all. What is it?



BONUS ROUND
There is one category from They Say, I Say 
that Porter doesn’t use at all. What is it?

• Providing a roadmap to the text



BONUS ROUND
There is one category from They Say, I Say 
that Porter doesn’t use at all. What is it?

• Providing a roadmap to the text

(Perhaps it might’ve been easier to read 🙃)


