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Think of writing that 
you read, and also 
writing that you do as 
a communal event
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Questions to ask yourself as you  
read persuasive writing 

What other arguments is the writer responding to?
Is the writer agreeing or disagreeing with something, or 
someone? 
If so, who or what is it? 
What motivates the person’s argument? 
Are there other ideas from this class, or others, that might 
be useful for this argument? 
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OK, but what is an argument?
An argument is

The thesis—the main point—of a piece of writing 
That means…

It’s never isolated from what they say (“they” meaning 
other people)
It’s always comprised of at least 2 other interlocutors 

Interlocutor = a person who’s part of a dialogue or conversation
(in other words, any given work the author references) 
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Reading for the Conversation
What is it?

It’s a way of reading persuasive writing (scholarship)
It’s also a brain hack

That means…
It helps you think through how one author presents their 
argument in relation to others 
It’s the easiest way to replicate it in your own writing
If you view writing as a conversation, it becomes that 
much easier to read and later replicate in your own work 
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You’re learning reading strategies to 
figure out what motivates the author
Authors will likely use one of the 
following techniques:

1. Identifying and summarizing the 
view the author is responding to 
and referencing it frequently

2. Mentioning it once, assuming the 
audience is already familiar with 
the issue

3. Obfuscating their critical linguistic 
output via inscrutable locution 
and parlance  
a. Say what now?
b. Translation: They hide their 

argument in needlessly 
complicated prose. 

Things to keep in 
mind as you read 
They Say, I Say (TSIS): 



WHAT QUESTIONS DO YOU HAVE?


